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The 2d Dental Squadron has changed
the way it sees active duty patients in an
effort to raise the amount of people who
are “dentally fit to fight.”

Barksdale Airmen usually make two
trips a year to the dental squadron: one for
a cleaning and another for an annual ex-
am. The squadron has streamlined this
process by ensuring Airmen receive both
a cleaning and a periodic dental exam in
one visit.

This is the second time that Col.
Terence Kinyon, 2d DS commander, has
changed a dental squadron over to the
process. He said his first squadron’s
change produced strong results for that
base and he is eager to see how things
change here.

“When people come here, and they
work out on the flightline or over at the
2d Munitions Squadron, by the time they
leave their unit, get here early, are seen,
have a cleaning or exam and make it back
to their office, their appointment turns out
to take at least two hours,” the colonel
said.

The colonel intends now to make those
two hours count. He realizes that if every
Airman on base makes two two-hour vis-
its to the squadron, the 2d DS would be
charged with doing 12 years of man hours
in one year. Ensuring that Airmen get a

cleaning and an exam in one visit halves
that workload. The colonel said cutting
the workload in half is essential as the Air
Force is raising the required number of
Level 1 rated Airmen, meaning they have
been examined and require no dental
work for a year. 

The changes will help the 2d DS meet
the current limit of 50 percent of all base
members rated at Level 1. In 2008, that
limit will rise to 65 percent.

Commanders from other squadrons are
also interested in the success of Colonel
Kinyon’s plans. Lt. Col. Edward Kramer,
2d Aircraft Maintenance Squadron com-
mander, is looking forward to seeing 2d
AMXS Airmen making less trips to the
dentist and less work interruption.

“This should greatly reduce scheduling
time, travel time and missed appoint-
ments,” Colonel Kramer said. “Any ini-
tiative that eliminates unnecessary ap-
pointments and saves time can only be
viewed as productive. We’re grateful to
Colonel Kinyon and the 2d DS for this
initiative and are looking forward to the
results.”

Colonel Kinyon said Airmen can help
the program run even more smoothly if
they can make sure they do a couple of
things. First, people with appointments
should arrive at the office 15 minutes ear-
ly and if a member has to miss an ap-
pointment, they should notify the dental
squadron office as soon as possible.
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